Announcements  by unknown
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UPDATE for NOMENCLATURE and 
SYMBOLISM for MASS SPECTROMETRY 
Recently confusion has arisen on the proper labeling 
for the x-axis for mass spectra and for the symbols and 
units for mass-to-charge ratio. This journal takes as its 
guide the International Union of Pure and Applied 
Chemistry (XJPAC) recommendations. 
The IUPAC Recommendations for Nomenclature 
and Symbolism for Mass Spectrometry have now 
appeared [Pure & Appl. Chem. 63, 1541-66 (1991)J. 
among many other terms, the abbreviation m/z is to be 
used to denote the dimensionless quantity formed by 
dividing the mass number (relative mass) m of an ion 
by ik charge number z. For example, for C,Hg+ m/z 
equals 45.5. The abbreviation m/e is not recommend- 
ed. Furthermore, the unified atomic mass (l/12 of the 
mass of an atom of nuclide W) is expressed by the 
symbol “u”, not “amu”. 
Although not mentioned in these IUPAC 
Recommendations, IUPAC-IUB Joint Commission on 
Biochemical Nomenclature JJ. Bio. Chem. 256, 12-14 
(1981)] recommends “dalton” (symbol Da) for the uni- 
fied atomic mass. In accordance with these IUPAC rec- 
ommendations, this Journal (JASMS) adopts the term 
m/z and either u or dalton (abbrievated Da) as Editorial 
Policy. 
The members of the IUPAC Subcommittee who 
made these recommendations are: Chairmnn: J. F. J. 
Todd (UK); Members: A. Benninghoven (Germany); J. 
H. Beynon(UK);K. Biemann (USA); H.-F. Grutzmacher 
(Germany); F. McLafferty (USA); A. Mendelbaum 
(Israel); C. J. Powell (New Zealand); V. I. Tal’rose 
(Russia, CIS); J. C. Vickermann (UK). 
9m-1 SFSM 3-DAY EUROPEAN MEETING 
22-24 SEPTEMBER 1992, METZ, FRANCE 
The ninth meeting of the Societe Francaise de 
Spectrometrie de Masse will have as its main topics: 
Instrumental progress and theoretical modelling; Mass 
spectrometry and related techniques in surface science; 
New applications in laser mass spectrometry; and 
Environmental, forensic, and biomedical applications. 
For more details contact: Professor J-F. Muller, 
LSMCL, Technopole Metz 2000, 1 bd Arago, 57070 
Metz, France. 
